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What’s your favorite sport? I interviewed 3 OMS students and asked them about their favorite 
sport(s). America Albarran’s favorite sport is cheer, or as we like to call it spirit team! America has been 
cheering for 2 years. I asked America what it’s like being on the spirit team and she said, “”It can be stressful if 
you make it, but most of the time it's fun and a great experience.”I then asked America what her favorite thing 
about the spirit team is and she said, “My favorite things about the spirit team would be the girls and the 
coaches.“ The last thing I asked America was, if you could say one thing to future OMS spirit team students, 
what would it be? America answered with, “I would tell them to enjoy it and don’t stress too much about the skills, 
because eventually they will come to you.” Maybe this is your sign to join the spirit team!

Mandi Fox’s favorite sport is volleyball. She has been playing for 2 years now, since 7th grade. I 
asked Mandi what her favorite thing about volleyball is and she said, “My team, having fun while playing, getting 
hyped before the games, and celebrating after the games together.” I then asked her why she started playing 
volleyball, and she told me, “It looked fun and I had older friends who played and really enjoyed it.” The last thing 
I asked Mandi was, if you could say one thing to future OMS volleyball players, what would it be? Mandi 
responded with, “Have fun while it lasts, create strong friendships with your teammates, and enjoy playing.” You 
should try out for volleyball next year. You might really enjoy it! 

Alexxa Best’s favorite sport is basketball! She has been playing for 3 years. I asked Alexxa what 
keeps her interested in basketball, and she said, “The challenges and games.”The next thing I asked her was, 
what is it like being on the OMS basketball team? She responded by saying, “You learn a lot and learn to work 
together. It can be stressful, but in a fun way.” I then asked her why she started playing basketball. She said, “I 
needed to be in a sport and basketball was a new thing to try.” The last thing I asked Alexxa was, if you could 
say one thing to future OMS basketball players, what would it be? Alexxa said, “Be good and coachable, 
because the coaches are there to teach you.” This is your chance to try out basketball next year. Go for it! 
~Emma Hammons

I'm sure many of us, students and faculty alike, have noticed that Oakdale students’ grades have 
fallen since Christmas break. While most students ignore the issue, I have decided to dig a bit deeper as to 
why this may be happening. It’s easy to think that, because you’re not at school, the urge to actually do your 
work is greatly diminished. Luis Aguilar Oxlaj, an 8th grader, says, “It just doesn’t seem like as much of a 
priority. There’s nobody telling you about the consequences that can happen from not doing your work at 
home, so it just doesn’t seem like as big of a deal.”

Mrs. Baker, one of two vice principals at Oakdale, states that in her 8 years as a principal at 
Oakdale, the problem is now worse than it has ever been. But it isn’t just Oakdale where this is happening. 
Mrs. Baker says, “Nationwide, educators have seen a decline in students attending and participating in school 
during the pandemic and in virtual/AMI days.” She also says that, like with cell phones, students end up with 
gaps in their knowledge because they either aren’t paying attention or are just simply not doing their work. She 
states, “They may learn some skills and not others, which creates learning gaps, [making] learning new 
information harder. We learn by connecting new information to what we already know or have experienced. It 
makes school harder and less enjoyable for students when they get behind academically.”

But fear not! As with all issues, there is a simple solution. According to Mrs. Baker, “[Students should] 
understand the connection between getting a strong education … and having a job that allows them to pay 
their bills [while also having] money to do things they enjoy. When students do not invest in their education in 
middle and high school, it makes options after high school more difficult and less attainable.” It’s very simple: 
all you have to do is show up and do the work. Although it may seem as if your work at home is not as big a 
deal as doing it at school, it is in fact, just as important, if not more important as doing your work at school. 
~Kaiden Brennfoerder

I'm sure we’ve all been asked the common question of, “If you had three wishes, what would they 
be?” Well, today I decided to bring back those memories and ask some people! I asked one student and one 
teacher the question, but with rules. The rules are: 1. You cannot wish for more wishes. 2. You cannot bring 
anyone back from the dead. And lastly, 3. You cannot make anyone fall in love with you. Standard Aladdin rules. 

First, I interviewed Coach Washburn, a teacher here at Oakdale. He responded with; “1) I would 
wish for every time I asked for a favor, the person would gladly and feel honored in saying yes, so that I would 
never hear "no" or somebody be upset about me asking. 2) That I could teleport anywhere at any time. 3) I wish 
that all of my students would turn their lives around as they enter my class and go down a morally good path to 
success.” His last wish really is something a teacher would say, huh? My final subject for my interview is Alexsis 
Bobst. They said, “ I would wish that frogs would be used for dissecting in science, because they are cute. 2, I 
wish there was a library in my room, because I love to read. 3rd, I wish that covid was over because it would 
make life a lot easier.” Honestly, I was very surprised with their first two wishes, although their last one is, I’m 
sure, the same for many people. 
 This was a lot of fun! My peers' answers were quite unexpected. This proves that you never know 
what someone is thinking. So,to get to know them better, maybe ask them this question. Or, you can tell me what 
you would wish for. It would be a great way to make new friends! ~Molly Clemons
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Oakdale has a rather interesting history. I have interviewed two important 
figures in our school, Dr. Hernandez and Mr. Smith. They have shared fascinating 
stories from our past. The stories range from when it was founded in 1974, to just a few 
years ago. This article covers some of the intriguing past of our school! 

Firstly, I interviewed Mr. Smith, and I asked him, “What do you know about 
Oakdale's history?” He responded with many interesting facts, like how Oakdale was 
the second junior high to be established in Rogers, after Elmwood, and that the first 
principal at Oakdale was Russell Jones. Mr. Jones has an elementary school named 
after him.

Secondly, I asked Dr. Hernandez about his job as a principal here. He said, 
“I have been the principal here for 6 years now, and I am only the 5th principal at 
Oakdale!” He was also asked about the school's mascot, and his response was, “I'm 
guessing the mascot had something to do with America's bicentennial celebration, 
because of its opening in 1975 or thereabouts.”

In conclusion, Oakdale has some great history behind it. The school’s 
founding, mascot, etc... are all terrific examples of this! It's good to learn about your 
school’s history. If this article interests you, be sure to ask your teachers what else they 
know about Oakdale's history. Maybe you can share what you’ve learned with a friend 
or family member! ~Kaitlyn Garner
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All students favor at least one subject more than another for many different reasons. While 
not everyone enjoys school, there is usually at least one class that is more fun than others. For 
example, my favorite subject is Science. I think this is my most fun class because of  my classmates. 
They make learning easier. I interviewed two Oakdale students, asking them about their favorite 
subject!

7th grade student, Rilynn Sellers’ favorite subject is Literacy Applications. She says, “I 
enjoy Literacy because it’s fairly simple, and my teacher(Mrs. Crego) is really helpful.  Reading is one 
of my hobbies, so normally, Literacy class isn’t that complicated.  We just finished The Teacher Who 
Changed My Life. I found the short story to be very pleasant and heartwarming.  It is about a boy who 
fled Greece from communist guerrillas, and wrote about his life.  My Literacy grade has always been 
good, because I don’t usually have any trouble.  We also do vocabulary warm ups and tests, which I 
really love.” 

Another 7th grade student, Katy Cortes says, “My favorite subject is science. In my 5th 
hour science class we are learning about animals and how they survive in their environments. We are 
also learning about food chains in the animal kingdom.  My science teacher, Coach Harrington, is 
super funny and nice. He makes learning 10x easier. We do weekly quizzes to help our grade, and we 
are allowed to do it as many times as we like.  We go to the lab sometimes and do other fun projects. 
My favorite thing that we have learned all year in science is what we are learning about right now. I 
really like animals and learning about what they have to do to survive and take care of their group.“ 
~Laney Sellers

Music is a great way to express yourself! That is how many students here at 
Oakdale express themselves. Like Camron Hodge, she says there are many ways to express 
yourself like,  “through artwork, clothing, music, and how I act.” There are many ways to express 
yourself, but a great way here at Oakdale is through music.

Music can also inspire others and put them in a better mood. It is a proven fact that 
when people listen to music, it heightens positive emotion through the reward centers of our 
brain. That is why music is one of the most important things here at Oakdale Middle School. 
Music just makes people feel better! Now, it might not be the best for focusing, but it helps you 
feel better about your current situation.

When you play music, it is a way to express yourself through art and a way to make 
you feel a certain way. It just helps you want be in a positive mood. Sahara Pullen said, “When 
you like the song you play, you can do it very well and expressively. It makes you feel a certain 
way.” In the mornings, on your way to school, or work for teachers, just turn on an upbeat song 
to get a good start for your day. You should take a music class! ~Jaycie Rodgers

According to thenumbers.com, the most popular movie genre is action. This also happens to 
be the genre that top movies, in the US, have been categorized into. The most recent examples that have 
brought in plenty of revenue are The Batman and Spider-Man: No Way Home. I interviewed two students 
to see what their favorite movies were, and if their favorite genre matched up with these statistics. 

Yanira Perez, an eighth grader, enjoys the movie A Walk to Remember. This movie is about 
a son of a rich family who falls in love with an unexpected person. “My favorite part was when the main 
characters meet.” she states. In addition to her favorite film, Yanira also shared a recommendation. “I 
think a movie everyone should see at least once is Shrek. It’s a nice classic.” When questioned about 
which movie genre she prefers, Yanira answered with romantic comedies and horror movies. Her 
reasoning was that she likes the suspense and thrill that horror movies give you as well as the irony of 
“rom coms”. Along with Yanira, a seventh grader named Bryan Vazquez was interviewed. Bryan likes the 
movie Avengers: Endgame. This movie has Tony Stark being stuck in space while the remaining avengers 
are trying to bring back their allies for a showdown with Thanos. “My favorite part was the fight, because it 
has the most action. I suggest watching it if you haven’t already.” he says. Bryan was asked what movie 
genre he favors. He replied, “I would say horror movies because I like watching creepy stuff and getting 
scared.”

All in all, both students preferred watching horror movies over action, but their different 
tastes in movies are interesting. By broadening the types of films you watch and taking suggestions from 
others, you can decide which styles and narratives you like or don’t enjoy.  Whenever you have any down 
time, try selecting something you wouldn’t normally pick. You might find a new favorite movie or 
interesting genre to watch! ~ Camila Perez



Even though college is a helpful aid in your future, only 35% 
of the US population attends it. When you think about your future, you 
probably think about what you want to be when you grow up. There is a 
world of different occupations for everyone to explore. Learning about new 
careers might be helpful to you later on in life, when deciding what you 
want to major in. To give you some ideas, I interviewed Yamilet Vazquez 
and Parker Logan to find out what jobs they want after they graduate 
college.

When questioned, “What do you want to be when you grow 
up?” Yamilet answered, “An OB-GYN, because I want to make sure that 
when delivering a baby, the mother will feel as comfortable and safe as 
possible.” There are many ways someone can achieve this goal, and 
Yamilet has a couple in mind. She wants to make sure she works 
efficiently in school, and she wants to join sports like volleyball and track 
for a scholarship. Before she wanted to be an OB-GYN, Yamilet wanted to 
be a rockstar, because she watched too many Barbie shows. Parker was 
asked the same question, but he responded, “I want to be a PE teacher.” 
Like Yamilet, Parker will accomplish this by working hard and getting good 
grades. Parker currently wants to go to the University of Arkansas to major 
in K-12 Physical Education. His greatest inspiration was Coach Bunch 
from West Side. He says that he appreciates the way he interacts with his 
students. 

Even though both the students have nothing in common with 
the field of work they want to do, the way they will prepare themselves for 
the future is the same. I suggest looking at different careers related to the 
one you are most interested in. Although there is plenty of time to decide 
what profession you want to do, you should start to look at your options 
now. It might lead you to find something unexpected that you are truly 
passionate about. ~Azul Martinez Adame
 

Where would you like to travel? What would you do 
if you were there? I asked two Oakdale students these 
questions, and what they responded with definitely made me 
consider going there myself. Chris Piedra and Nicole Monterroz 
are both in the 7th grade. Although they had the same county 
that they wanted to visit,  they both had different ideas on what 
states they would like to explore. I enjoyed listening to them talk 
about all they would like to see. I hope after reading this, you 
will want to explore one of these places and see the beauty of it 
all.

Chris Piendra shared, “I would go to Durango, 
Mexico. I would go because that is where my family lives and 
scorpions are there. [I want to} hang out with my family and see 
everything that Mexico has to offer. I would go there by plane. I 
would buy quesadillas and tacos with rice. I would go on 
Christmas, because of my town's carnival and the temperature 
is colder.”

Nicole Monterroza, on the other hand, said, “If I 
could go anywhere around the world, I would go to Cancun, 
Mexico. I would love to go there because I wanna visit the 
ocean. I want to go scuba diving and explore the many types of 
fish. I would also go on a tour around the place with my family. I 
would like to explore all the streets of Cuncan and try all of the 
foods adored by the citizens. Lastly, I would go to buy bracelets 
for myself and some to bring back for my friends, candy too!” 
Has this article inspired you to travel somewhere you’ve never 
been before? If so, get out there and enjoy! ~Andrea Tapia

Thank you for reading the 
Oakdale Patriots Newspaper!
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